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and a fine of ea hundred shillings of lawful money of England, one
half thereof to us, the heirs and successors of the foresaid Queen,
and the other half thereof to the foresaid Master, Keepers or
Wardens and community J.
Flushed with its new importance, there can be little doubt that
the Company used its powers with no half-hearted zeal, especially
as the first master, Thomas Dockwray, was himself an ardent
Catholic. Dockwray did not long survive his new honour, for he
died in the first year of Elizabeth's reign. Meantime the war against
heresy and heretical books was pursued with grim but unavailing
energy. The Company might keep the regular trade under its
drastic rule, but nothing could stop the ceaseless flow of surreptitious
literature during the two and a half years of bitter disillusionment
which the unhappy Mary had still to live. To what extreme
lengths the forsaken queen was prepared to go in the last six months
of her life is seen in the following proclamation, dated 5th June
1558, while Philip, who had dragged this country into his conflict
with France, and had already lost Calais for England, was absent
on the Continent:
Whereas divers books filled with both heresy, sedition and
treason have of late and be daily brought into this realme out
of foreign countries and places beyond the seas, "and some also
covertly printed within this Realme, and cast abroad in sundry
parts thereof, whereby not only God is dishonoured, but also an
encouragement given to disobey lawful princes and governors.
The King and Queen's Majesties for redresse hereof, by this
their present proclamation, declare and publish to all their
subjects that whosoever shall after the proclaiming hereof be
found to have any of the said wicked and seditious books, or,
finding them, do not forthwith burn the same, without showing
or reading the same to any other person, shall in that case be
reputed and taken for a rebell, and shall without delay be
executed for that offence according to the order of Marshall
lawe.1
It is curious that Robert Caley, the most prominent printer on
the Catholic side, was not at this time a member of the Stationers*
Company; nor did his religious fervour save him, in the year of
incorporation, from being fined for printing without a Kcence-